	

	NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF DATE FOR THE EXERCISE OF ELECTORS’ RIGHTS
RHYMNEY COMMUNITY COUNCIL

___________________________________________

	Financial year ending 31 March 2020


1. Date of announcement 16th August 2020
2. Each year the annual accounts are audited by the Auditor General for Wales. Prior to this date, any interested person has the opportunity to inspect and make copies of the accounts and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts etc. relating to them for 20 working days on reasonable notice.  For the year ended 31 March 2020, these documents will be available on reasonable notice on application to:

29 Bishops Grove, Merthyr Tydfil, CF47 9LJ
between the hours of 4 and 7 on Monday to Friday

commencing on 1 September 2020
and ending on 28 September 2020
3. From 29 September 2020 until the audit has been completed, Local Government Electors and their representatives also have:
· the right to question the Auditor General about the accounts.  The Auditor General can be contacted via BDO LLP, Arcadia House, Maritime Walk, Ocean Village, Southampton SO14 3TL; and

· the right to attend before the Auditor General and make objections to the accounts or any item in them.  Written notice of an objection must first be given to the Auditor General via BDO LLP, Arcadia House, Maritime Walk, Ocean Village, Southampton, SO14 3TL. A copy of the written notice must also be given to the council.

4. The audit is being conducted under the provisions of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004, the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 and the Auditor General for Wales’ Code of Audit Practice.  
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LANGUAGE PREFERENCE

Please indicate how you would ke us to communicate with you during the aucit Note that audit noices wil be ssued
biingualy.

ENGLISH £ e WELSH R BILINGUALLY

THE ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT PROCESS

Secton 12 of the Publc Audi (Waes) Act 2004 requires community and town councils (and their jint commitiees) in
Wales to make up teir accounts each year to 31 March and (o have thoss accounts auited by the Audor General
for Wales. Regulation 14 o the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 sates that smaler local goverment
bodies L. those with annual income and expendure below £2.5 milion must prepare their accounts i accordance
with proper practices.

For community and town councis and therjoirt committoos, proper practces are set ot in the One Voics.
Wales/Saociety of Local Council Clerks publcation Governance and accountability for ocal councils in Walos - A
Practitioners' Guide (the Practoners’ Guide). The Practtoners' Guide requirs that they prepare their accounts in
the form of an Annual Retum. This Annual Return meels the requiements of the Practiioners' Guide,

The accounts and aud arrangemens follow the process as set out below
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Please read the guidance on comploting this Annual Return and complete all sections highiighted pink
including BOTH sections of the Annual Governance Statement.

APPROVING THE ANNUAL RETURN
“Thers are two boxes for certifcation and approva by the body. The second box is only required

ifthe Annual Return has to be amended as 4 result of the audit. You should only complete the top box before
sending the form to the auditor.

The council must approve the Annual Return BEFORE the accounts and supporting documents are made
avallable for public Inspection nder section 30 of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004.

Th Auditor General for Wales" Audit Certifcate and report s to be completad by the auditor acting on behalf
of the Auditor General. It MUST NOT be completed by the Cleri/RFO, the Chalr or the internal auditor.

Aucited and cerifed returns are sent back tothe by for publication and disply of the accounting satements,
Annual Governance Statement and the Auditor General for Wales' cartficate and report
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We acknowledge as the members of the CouncilBoard/Committes, our rasponsibilty for ensuring tha here is a
sound system o internal contol, inclucing the preparation of the accourting siatements. We confirm, {0 the best of
‘our knowledge and belef, wih respect 1o the accounting statemens for he year ended 31 March 2020, that
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1. We have prepared and approved minues for
al mestings heid by the Coursi (ncusing s
‘omiitees) that accuraely rocod he
business ransacied 3 e decisions made
by the Gounci or comite.

2. We have ensured that the Counci's minutes
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Council/Board/Committee approval and certification

Tho CouncifBoarsComites I responsibl for the proparsion of the accountng stataments in aocodance with e requirements
ofho Accounts and Auct (Walos) Reguitons 2014 and orthe preparation o the Annusl Govemanca Sttemant

Cartication by the RFO
| corty that he sccounting statemanis contained in i Annual
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Annusl Govemance Statement wera aparoved by the
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Minoret: 0% | 20 20124

Ghaiof mostingsignatire: 1 L. Th sy
Name: CllL M, UTomna

b \\.ow 2om

Council/BoardiCommittee re-approval and re-certification (only required if the Annual Return has.

been amended at audit)

Gortfcation by the RFO
1 certy tht the accouningsitements cotained i 145 Amnual
Returpresentsfaity th fnancia posiion of the CouncBosra/
Commite. and s income and expendiurs, o prcperly resents
oceipa and paymonts. as o case may be, o the yoarended
1 Maren 2020,

RFO signature:

Name:

Oate:

‘Approval by the CounciBoardCommitiee
1 confim hatthese accourting statements andt
‘Annuel Governance Siaemen were approved by e
CounclBoerdiCommites under minu reference:

Minutsro:
‘Ghaic of mooting signature:
Name:
Date:
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The extermal audior conducts the audit o1 behalfof, and in accordance with, guidance issued by the Auditor General
for Welas. On the basis of thei eview of the Annual Retur and supporting information they report whether any

matters that come to ther attenton give cause for concen that relevant legisiation and regulatory requirements have.
ot been met

‘We certfy that we have complated the audit of the Annual Retum for the year ended 31 March 2020 of
Rumanzs GmmunT Gomeins
Exteral auditor's report
{Excopt forhe mtters eporied blow]” On 1 basis of o eview, in cur opiion, e nformaton containd i the Annual
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Extamal auditor's name:

Extomal auditor's signature: Date:

For and on behaif of the Auditor General for Wales.

Dot 35 aspropeite
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Name of body: Ruttmes Commmron T Gom i

The CouncifBoard/Commitee's internal aud, acting independently and on the basis of an assessment ofrisk.
has incuded carying out  seective assessment of compiance with relevant procedures and conlrols expected
o be in operation during the firancia year encing 31 March 2020.

The intemal audit has been carried out in accordance wit the CounclBoardiComiee's needs and planned
coverage. On the basis o the fidings inthe areas examined, the nternal audt conclusions are summarised

in this table. Set ut below are tha objoctives of internal control and the ntermal audit concusions on whether,

in al signfcant respecis, the following conrol oectives were being achieved througho the financal year 1o 3
standard adequate to mae the needs of the CouncilBoard/Commites.
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1. You must apply proper practces when preparing this Annual Return. Proper practicss are set cut in the
Practtioners’ Guide.

2. Make sure tnat the Annual Return s fully complated e, 10 ampty red boxes_ Please avold making any.
amendments to the completed retur. I s is unavoidable, cross out the Incorrect enlries, make sure the
amendments are drawn to the atenton of the body. properly iitalled and an explanation for therm s provided
10 the exteral aucior Please do not use correction luid. Annual returns that are incomplte or contain
unapproved andior unexplained amendments or correcton flud wil b retumned unaued and may incur
adional costs. Ask your audtor for an electronic copy of the form f required

3. Use asecond pai of eyes, perhaps the Chair or  member, to roview your Annual Return for completeness.
before sending the original form 1o the auditor

4. Make sure thal your accounting statements add up, that the balance carried fonward from the previous year
(ine 7 0f 2018) equals he balance brought forward n the curtent year (ine 1 of 2020) Expiain any Giferences
between the 2015 figures on this Annual Relurn and the amounts recorded in lastyear's Annial Return.

5. Explain fully any signifcant variences n the accounting stalements. DG notjustsend in a copy of your detailed
accounting recorcs instead of ths explanaton. The extemal audior wants (o Know that you understand the.
reasons for i variances. Includa a detalled analysis {o supportyour explanation and be specfc abot the
Values of indvidual eements making up the variances.

6. Make sure tat the copy of the bank reconcilaton you Send 1 your audior with the Annual Retu covers
allyour bank accounts and cash balances. I there are no reconciing ftems, pleasa state ths and provice

‘vidence of the bank balances Ifyour Council halds any short-term invesimnts, please note thei value on

the bari reconciatin. Th aLcitr should also be able to agree your bank feconciiation to e 9 i the

accounting statements. More help on bank reconciatons s avallabl I the Precttioners Guide.

Evory council must send to the external auditor, information to support the assertions made in the

Annual Governance Statement even if you have not done so before. Your audior wil el you what

information you need 1o provide. Please read the audit natce caretuly to ensure you include all the informaton

the aucor has asked for. You shouid send copies of the original records (certied by the Clerk and Chair as
accurate copies) t the external audtor and notthe orginal documents themsalves.

8. Please do not send the auditor any information that you are not speciically asked fo. Doing 50 s ot helptul

5. Ifthe auditor has o review unsaliied information, repeat a request for nformation, receives an incompiete
bank reonciiation or explanaton of variances or receives orginal documents that must be retumed, the audior
willinur addiionsl costs for which they are entiled to charge sdditonalfees.

deal with all corresponderice with the external auditor prompty. This wil hep you (o meet your

statutory oblgations and will minimise the cost of the audit

1. Please note that If completing the electronic form, you must print the form for it to be certified by tho.
RFO and signed by the Chair bafore it is sent to the auditor.

0.

Inital submission 1 the extermal audior ves | No

‘Accounts Do e paprs 1 b sen 0 1 exermal audtor ke anexplanaton of sgrfcant varons fom
lastyoar o s year?

'Does the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2020 agree to Line 97 \/

Approval o he R confe e sccountiog itements nd Al Govemarcs Sutement Reguieion 15 //
0 ot than 30 June 20207

Has the body approved the accounting statements before 30 June 2020 and has Section 3 been \/
Varad e vy s e . e i s
AN ok ik e sz s s G Saneromn
Sectons comtte and i oved whrs ke
T V4

Plassa efr o yout nolce of audt and any addtiona scheduies provded by you exernalaudior

‘Accounts  Have the amended accourig satements been approved and Secion 3 r-signed andre-Gaed a5 ;

evidanos of the Board's approva of the amendments befre re-submision 0 e audtor?





