RHYMNEY COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the last meeting of the above Community Council held at Abertysswg Community Centre on Thursday 12th February 2026 6pm.

Present

Cllr. M. Powell (Chairperson)

Cllr. C. Cuss




Cllr. L. Gronow

 

Cllr. D. Harse
Cllr. J. E. Hughes



Cllr. L. Dykes

Cllr. L. Harrison





Apologies
Cllr. Z. Williams



Cllr. D. Bradley

Cllr. L. Pulsford
In Attendance

Mr. G. Williams



Clerk to the Council

PCSO Rachel Pearce


Gwent Police

PCSO Rebecca Platt


Gwent Police

41
Minutes / Apologies
The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 15th January 2026, previously circulated to Members were accepted as an accurate record and signed by the Chairperson Cllr. M. Powell. 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Z. Williams, Cllr. L. Pulsford, and Cllr. D. Bradley.

Apologies for absence were also received from colleagues at Gwent Police. 
42
Declarations of Interest
Cllr. M. Powell declared are interest in all correspondence and agenda items 

related to Planning.

43
Matters Arising
43.01
Minute No. 35.01/January2026

Council acknowledged a type error for Nick Davies MP, read Nick Smith MP. 


Moved. Corrected in minutes. 

44
Planning Applications
The Clerk confirmed that two applications for planning had been received since the last meeting of Council.
Planning Ref: 26/0072/NOTT
Location: Land At Grid Ref 311084 207541 The Terrace Rhymney.
Proposal: Install a 25m lattice tower, 6no antenna apertures, 2no 600mm microwave transmission dishes and equipment cabinets within a 8m x 6m compound at Land At Grid Ref 311084 207541 The Terrace Rhymney.
Moved. Council moved to raise concern with the application on Heath and Aesthetic Grounds.
Heath. Council is concerned that not enough is understood about the potential long-term effects of exposure to electromagnetic fields, especially in a chiefly residential area; and

Aesthetic. Council is concerned by the likely visual impact of the mast on neighbouring properties and the surrounding environment. 

45
Approval of Community Council Cheques and Payments
45.01
The attached list of Community Council cheques and payments was approved by members and amounted to £04,374.82.
46
Correspondence

46.01
HMRC

Full Payment Submission for period ending 5th February 2026.

Moved. Noted on file.
46.02
Caerphilly CBC

Notice of Powers – Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984

Proposed amendments to existing residents’ parking adjacent to Rhymney High Street. The statutory notice was received and its contents were considered.

Resolved. The information was noted and placed on file. No further action required at this stage.
46.03 Caerphilly CBC

Governors Support Team – Minor Authority Governor Vacancy - Upper Rhymney Primary School. Notification of a Minor Authority Governor vacancy was received from the Governors Support Team.
Resolved: Following discussion, Cllr. J. E. Hughes was nominated as the Council’s representative.

Action: Clerk to notify the Governors Support Team accordingly.
46.04 National Grid

Unlimited supply certificate for Council’s Festive Street Lighting.

Moved. Noted on file. 
47
Report of the Clerk

47.01
Payments and Invoices
The Clerk read aloud the payments / invoices for approval. 
Moved. All payments were approved by Members.
47.02
Banking Arrangements – Lloyds Bank
The Clerk advised Council of an issue arising from recent changes to Lloyds Bank’s internal processing, specifically the removal of a creaming and sourcing function. As a result, several Council payments issued in January were rejected. The affected items were Cheque Nos. 4171, 4176, 4177 and 4178.

The Clerk confirmed that a formal complaint had been lodged with Lloyds Bank, noting that no prior notification of these operational changes had been provided.

Resolved: Clerk to await the outcome of the complaint and report back to Council with recommendations for more sustainable banking arrangements.

Resolved: Council instructed signatory Cllr. Cuss to arrange the transfer of £7,500.00 between accounts to facilitate immediate payments.

Resolved: Clerk to arrange the cancellation and re‑issue of the rejected cheques listed above.

47.03
Wales Audit Annual Return 2024-25

Wales Audit Office – End of Year Audit.
Completion and Certification of the Annual Audit for the year ended 31st March 2025.

The Clerk advised Council that the external auditor’s report had offered a qualified opinion with several recommendations for future improvements as follows:

Council asserts that it made proper arrangements for the preparation and approval of accounts. However, the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 required the Council to prepare and approve accounts by 30 June.
Moved. Council to ensure the timely completion and supply of relevant information. Council’s internal audit and acceptance of Council’s Part 1 statement to be completed by 31st May 2026, with information supplied the Wales Audit Office by 30th June 2026.
The Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 requires the Council to create and publish a plan for councillor and staff training. The Welsh Government provides statutory guidance on this, which states that the plan must be approved by the full council and include details on the type of training, participant numbers, timeframe, and cost. 
Moved. Clerk to agenda the development of a Council / Councillor Training Plan for discussion at the March meeting of Council.

The Council does not publish on its website the information it is required to publish electronically by section 55 of the Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru etc. Act 2013, the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 and the Local Government Act 2000
Moved. Clerk to gather relevant additional information from Councillors for publishing.

Moved. Clerk to conclude associated activities, including the completion of the publication of conclusion of audit. 

47.04
Armistice Day 2026


Lamppost Poppy Display – Stock Replenishment and Future Planning

Council noted that several existing lamppost poppies had become weather‑damaged during the previous display period. It was agreed that these should be replenished to maintain the quality and consistency of the Council’s annual remembrance display.

Resolved: Clerk to order an additional forty (40) lamppost poppies at an approximate unit cost of £3.00 per poppy.

Resolved: Councillors involved in the discussion were encouraged to consider how the Council’s future remembrance display and wider commemorative response could be further developed or enhanced.
47.04
Summer Scheme 2026

Grant Funding – Pen Bryn Oer Community Benefit Fund

It was agreed that the Clerk should prepare and apply to the Pen Bryn Oer Community Benefit Fund, the intention being to secure additional funding to expand and improve the Council’s future provision.

Resolved: Clerk to apply to the Pen Bryn Oer Community Benefit Fund.

Noted: The closing date for the next round of applications is 11 March 2026.

48
Gwent Police 
PCSO Pearce and Platt provided Council with both a written and verbal update outlining recent policing statistics, local operations, and matters relevant to the Community Council area. Councillors were given the opportunity to raise topical questions, all of which were addressed by Officers.
Cllr. Powell expressed the Council’s thanks to the attending Officers for their report and engagement. The representatives from Gwent Police then withdrew from the meeting.

Date of Next and Future Meetings / Events
· Community Council 

Thursday 9th April 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 14th May 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 11th June 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 9th July 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 10th September 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 8th October 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 12th November 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 10th December 2026 at 6pm
Meeting closed at 7pm
_______________________ Chairperson
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