RHYMNEY COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the last meeting of the above Community Council held at Abertysswg Community Centre on Thursday 12th March 2026 at 6pm.

Present

Cllr. C. Cuss




Cllr. L. Pulsford

Cllr. L. Gronow

 

Cllr. D. Harse
Cllr. L. Dykes

Apologies
Cllr. M. Powell (Chairperson)

Cllr. Z. Williams




Cllr. D. Bradley



Cllr. L. Harrison

Cllr. J. E. Hughes




In Attendance

Mr. G. Williams



Clerk to the Council

PCSO Charlotte Wilson


Gwent Police

PCSO Anka Sadzik



Gwent Police

49
Minutes / Apologies
The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 12th February 2026, previously circulated to Members were accepted as an accurate record and signed by the acting Chairperson Cllr. C. Cuss. 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Z. Williams, Cllr. M. Powell, Cllr. L. Harrison, Cllr. J. E. Hughes and Cllr. D. Bradley.

50
Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest were reported by Members. 
51
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 

52
Planning Applications
The Clerk confirmed that five applications for planning had been received since the last meeting of Council.
Planning Ref: 26/0095/FULL
Location: Capital Valley Recycling, Valley Eco Park, Rhymney, Tredegar.
Proposal: Erect Wash Plant and replace existing concrete impermeable pavement and replace failed drainage channels across the site at Capital Valley Recycling, Valley Eco Park, Rhymney, Tredegar.
Moved. There were no objections to this proposal. 
Planning Ref: 26/0102/COU
Location: 25 Upper High Street, Rhymney, Tredegar, NP22 5BS.
Proposal: Change of use from dwelling house (Class C3) to 4 Bed HMO (Class C4) at 25 Upper High Street, Rhymney, Tredegar, NP22 5BS.
Moved. Council raises objection to this proposal.
Moved. Clerk to notify as appropriate to the planning team at Caerphilly CBC.

Planning Ref: 26/0126/LBC
Location: Capital Valley Recycling, Valley Eco Park, Rhymney, Tredegar.
Proposal: Carry out re-roofing and associated roof repairs to main building and back bar at Rhymney House Hotel, Merthyr Road to Nant Melyn, Llechryd, Tredegar.
Moved. There were no objections to this proposal. 

Planning Ref: 25/0799/RET
Location: Claremount Bungalow, Heol Evan Wynne, Pontlottyn, Bargoed.

Proposal: Retain and complete replacement garage at Claremount Bungalow, Heol Evan Wynne, Pontlottyn, Bargoed.
Moved. There were no objections to this proposal. 

Planning Ref: 26/0155/COU
Location: 58-59 High Street, Rhymney.

Proposal: Change the use of existing basement storage area to a one-bedroom flat at 58-59 High Street, Rhymney.
Moved. There were no objections to this proposal. 

53
Approval of Community Council Cheques and Payments
53.01
The attached list of Community Council cheques and payments was approved by members and amounted to £05,617.00.
54
Correspondence

54.01
HMRC

Full Payment Submission for period ending 5th March 2026.

Moved. Noted on file.
54.02
Idris Davies 3-18 School


Letter of thanks following Council’s recent grant aid award in support of extra-

curricular activities. 
Moved. Noted on file. 

54.03
Bryn Awel Primary School


Letter of thanks following Council’s recent grant aid award in support of extra-

curricular activities. 

Moved. Noted on file. 

54.04
Caerphilly CBC

Publication of the Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru’s final recommendations report for the electoral arrangements in the County Borough of Caerphilly. 

Moved. Noted on file. 

54.05
Zurich Insurance


Renewal information relevant to Council’s cover for 2026/27.
Moved. Council agreed to adopt the three-year agreement offering a saving of £162 over the three-year period.

Moved. Clerk to raise a payment at the April meeting of Council and to notify Zurich of Council’s decision to adopt the three-year offer. 

55
Report of the Clerk

55.01
Payments and Invoices
The Clerk read aloud the payments / invoices for approval. 
Moved. All payments were approved by Members.
55.02
Banking Arrangements – Lloyds Bank
The Clerk advised that further to Council’s recent complaint, Lloyds Bank had issued a written apology and a £150.00 compensation payment to account for the inconvenience caused. 
The Clerk confirmed that and unfortunately, the more historic creaming and funding facility, could not be reinstated. Therefore, Council agreed to look to streamline its banking arrangements from April 2026, avoiding the need for the regular movement of funding. 
Resolved: Clerk to bank the £150.00 compensatory payment. 

Resolved: Council instructed signatory Cllr. Cuss to arrange the transfer a further £7,500.00 between accounts to facilitate immediate payments.

55.03
Summer Scheme 2026

Grant Funding – Pen Bryn Oer Community Benefit Fund

The Clerk confirmed that and as requested, he had applied to the Pen Bryn Oer Community Benefit Fund, with an outcome to be known in May 2026.
Moved. Clerk to agenda a discussion at the April 2026 meeting of Council. 
56
Gwent Police 
PCSO Wilson and Sadzik provided Council with both a written and verbal update outlining recent policing statistics, local operations, and matters relevant to the Community Council area. Councillors were given the opportunity to raise topical questions, all of which were addressed by Officers.
Cllr. Cuss expressed the Council’s thanks to the attending Officers for their report and engagement. The representatives from Gwent Police then withdrew from the meeting.
Moved. Council agreed to support an Easter event being coordinated by colleagues at Gwent Police. 
Moved. The Clerk to work with colleagues at Gwent Police to purchase and distribute.
Moved. The Clerk to work with senior colleagues at Gwent Police to ensure strong coordination and efficient practice for future events. 
Date of Next and Future Meetings / Events
· Community Council 

Thursday 14th May 2026 at 6pm (AGM)
· Community Council 

Thursday 11th June 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 9th July 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 10th September 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 8th October 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 12th November 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 10th December 2026 at 6pm
Meeting closed at 6.55pm
_______________________ Chairperson
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