RHYMNEY COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the last meeting of the above Community Council held at Abertysswg Community Centre on Thursday 9th October 2025 at 6pm.

Present

Cllr. M. Powell (Chairperson)

Cllr. L. Dykes





Cllr. L. Gronow

 

Cllr. D. Harse
Apologies
Cllr. Z. Williams



Cllr. J. E. Hughes
Cllr. D. Bradley



Cllr. L. Pulsford
Cllr. L. Harrison



Cllr. C. Cuss


In Attendance

Mr. G. Williams



Clerk to the Council

17
Minutes / Apologies
The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 10th July 2025, previously circulated to Members were accepted as an accurate record and signed by the Chairperson Cllr. M. Powell. 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr C. Cuss, Cllr. J. E. Hughes, Cllr. Z. Williams, Cllr. L. Harrison, Cllr. L. Pulsford and Cllr. D. Bradley.
18
Declarations of Interest
Cllr. M. Powell declared are interest in all correspondence and agenda items 

related to Planning.

19
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising from the March minutes.  
20
Planning Applications
The Clerk confirmed that five applications for planning had been received since the last meeting of Council.
Planning Ref: 25/0656/NOTAF
Location: Pencoedcae Farm, Pencoedcae Farm Lane, Princetown, Tredegar, NP22 3AF.
Proposal: Erect a roof over existing manure store at Pencoedcae Farm, Pencoedcae Farm Lane, Princetown, Tredegar, NP22 3AF.
Moved. Council raises no objections to the proposal.
Planning Ref: 25/0577/COU
Location: 21 Church Street, Rhymney, Tredegar, NP22 5HL
Proposal: Change the use of 21 Church Street, Rhymney, Tredegar, NP22 5HL to a one single dwelling / house. 
Moved. Council raises no objections to the proposal.
Planning Ref: 25/0621/FULL
Location: Hillcrest, Mount Street, Pontlottyn, Bargoed. 
Proposal: Split an existing 4-bedroom dwelling to form a new 4-bedroom dwelling and a 2-bedroom dormer bungalow at Hillcrest, Mount Street, Pontlottyn, Bargoed. 
Moved. Council raises no objections to the proposal.
Planning Ref: 25/0592/LBC
Location: 22 Lower Row, Bute Town, Rhymney, Tredegar, NP22 5QH.
Proposal: Re-roof and associated roofing repairs to include re-roofing with natural style slate, repointing of chimney stack, replacement of soffit and rainwater grounds at 22 Lower Row, Bute Town, Rhymney, Tredegar, NP22 5QH.
Moved. Council raises no objections to the proposal.
Planning Ref: 25/0517/HH
Location: Raylea, Southend Terrace, Pontlottyn, Bargoed.
Proposal: Erect a storm front porch at Raylea, Southend Terrace, Pontlottyn, Bargoed.
Moved. Council raises no objections to the proposal.
Planning Ref: 25/0023/REF
Planning Appeal Ref: CAS-04581-M6F7N8
Proposal: Removal of section of boundary wall to create new vehicular access and hardstand, to include an EV charging point at 21 Manest Street, Rhymney, Tredegar.
Moved. Council offers no further comment on the appeal. 
Planning Ref: 25/0024/REF

Planning Appeal Ref: CAS-04507-Z4W4J4
Proposal: Erect a detached garage at Cantref Coch, Golwg-y-mynydd, Rhymney.
Moved. Council offers no further comment on the appeal. 

Planning Ref: CAS-02977-Y9F1W7
Proposal: Application by Convatec Ltd for three wind turbines with a maximum tip of 150m, a ground mounted solar PV array, and related infrastructure, at land east of Gelli Gaer Common and northeast of Bryn Pyllog T
Moved. Council offers no further comment on the appeal. 

Planning Update

Council received a newsletter update relevant to the proposed Mynydd Bedwellte Wind Farm development. (August 2025 Interim Update).

Moved. Noted on file. 

21
Approval of Community Council Cheques and Payments
21.01
The attached list of Community Council cheques and payments was approved by members and amounted to £09,254.87.
22
Correspondence

22.01
HMRC

Full Payment Submission for period ending 5th August 2025.

Moved. Noted on file.

HMRC

Full Payment Submission for period ending 5th September 2025.

Moved. Noted on file.
HMRC

Full Payment Submission for period ending 5th October 2025.

Moved. Noted on file.
22.02
Grant Aid 2025-26


Application for support received from Eisteddfod Y Cymoedd.


Moved. Award / Payment. £100.00.

22.03
Grant Aid 2025-26


Application for support received from Penuel Chapel, Warm Hub.


Moved. Award / Payment. £100.00.
22.04
Caerphilly CBC



Invoice for the provision of the Community Council Summer Scheme.


Moved. Payment. £5,250.00

22.05
The Pensions Regulator

Re-enrolment and re-declaration instructions relevant to Council’s work as an employer. 

Moved. Clerk to complete relevant re-declaration information in the period to 11 May 2026.

22.06
LRC Centre

The Clerk shared information on the above provision in lower Rhymney for reference and for wider sharing. 

Moved. Noted on file. 

22.07
Skateboard Academy UK

The Clerk shared information regarding the potential provision of free skateboarding provision over the winter for the young people of Rhymney. Councillors were encouraged to share and consider for use / introduction within local community centres. 

Moved. Noted on file. 

22.08
Caerphilly CBC


PERM 225. Rhymney / Abertysswg CCTV.

Council universally agreed to endorse the retention of the above-referenced camera in support of counter crime / anti-social behaviour within the community. 

22.09
Nick Smith MP, Member of Parliament for Blaenau Gwent and Rhymney

Email and letter introducing Council to the ‘Everyone deserves a Christmas’ campaign. 


Moved. Council agreed to donate £500.00 towards the campaign and committed to support distribution. 
23
Report of the Clerk

23.01
Payments and Invoices
The Clerk read aloud the payments / invoices for approval. 
Moved. All payments were approved by Members.
23.02
Armistice Day Arrangements 2025
The Clerk confirmed arrangements were now in place with colleagues at Caerphilly CBC regarding various road closures associated with the Rhymney and Abertysswg Services. The Clerk also confirmed the purchase of four wreaths, via the Royal British Legion.

Moved. Clerk to distribute wreaths to Members as follows:

· Rhymney. Cllr. M. Powell;

· Princetown. Cllr. M. Powell;

· Abertysswg. Cllr. L. Harrison; and

· Pontlottyn. Cllr. M. Powell (to be presented/laid by a local ex-serviceman).

Moved. Named Councillors to attend respective service/s and lay a wreath on behalf of Council.  

Moved. Clerk to coordinate the installation of Council’s 80x Lamppost Poppies approximately 7 days prior to Armistice weekend. 

23.03
Christmas Street Lighting Arrangements 2025/26
Moved. Clerk to arrange with Lite Ltd / Centregreat Ltd that lights be illuminated daily from 1st December 2025 and until 2nd January 2026, between the hours of 16:00 and midnight.

23.04
Santa on the Fire Engine Event 2025
Moved. Clerk to arrange Council’s annual event for Monday 8th December 2024. 

Moved. Clerk to develop and distribute the leaflets to local nurseries and all Primary Schools during w/c 24th November 2024. 

Moved. Clerk to make necessary arrangements regarding the purchase of selection boxes for use at the event – approximately 750 units as a first estimate based on previous attendance. 

23.05
Caerphilly Parent Network

Letter requesting support to a December attendance at a Pantomime via the provision of 50x selection boxes for the attending children of the local community.

Further to discussion, it was agreed that Council purchase 50x selection boxes in support of this event.


Moved. Clerk to coordinate purchase and distribution.  

23.06
Christmas Pantomime 2025
Moved. Clerk to liaise with Cllr. L. Gronow on arrangements for this year’s pantomime (Snow White) and to put necessary action and purchases in place i.e. Selection Boxes, Posters and Tickets. 

24
Gwent Police 
Apologies for absence were received from colleagues at Gwent Police. 
The Clerk notified Council of a request to support Gwent Police’s Halloween Event, through the supply of £150 worth of trick and treat provisions. 

Moved. Approved. Clerk to collaborate and arrange purchase with representative from Gwent Police. 

The Clerk also notified Council of the receipt of neighbourhood policing reports representing policing between July and October 2025.

Date of Next and Future Meetings / Events
· Community Council 

Thursday 13th November 2025 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 11th December 2025 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 8th January 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 12th February 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 12th March 2026 at 6pm
Meeting closed at 7.15pm
_______________________ Chairperson
4

