RHYMNEY COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the last meeting of the above Community Council held at Abertysswg Community Centre on Thursday 18th June 2026 at 6pm.

Present

Cllr. L. Harrison (Chairperson)

Cllr. L. Dykes



Cllr. M. Powell



Cllr D. Harse

Cllr. D. Bradley

Apologies
Cllr. Z. Williams



Cllr. C. Cuss




Cllr. J. E. Hughes



Cllr. L. Pulsford


Cllr. L. Gronow
In Attendance

Mr. G. Williams



Clerk to the Council

09
Minutes / Apologies
The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 9th April 2026, previously circulated to Members were accepted as an accurate record and signed by the Chairperson Cllr. L. Harrison  

Minutes from the May Annual General Meeting of Council held on Monday 18th May 2026 were confirmed for accuracy. 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Z. Williams, Cllr. L. Gronow. Cllr. C. Cuss, Cllr. L. Pulsford, and Cllr. J. E. Hughes.

Apologies for absence were also received from colleagues at Gwent Police.



10
Declarations of Interest
Cllr. M. Powell declared are interest in all correspondence and agenda items 

related to Planning.

11
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 

12
Planning Applications
The Clerk confirmed that two applications for planning had been received since the last meeting of Council. One notice of intended work was also received. 
Planning Ref: 26/0360/NOTAF
Location: Grid Reference 310612 (E) 209029 (N) Bute Town Pontlottyn Link Road. 
Proposal: Erect an agricultural storage shed on land at Grid Reference 310612 (E) 209029 (N) Bute Town Pontlottyn Link Road.
Moved. There were no objections to this proposal. 
Planning Ref: 26/0369/FULL
Location: Pencoedcae Farm, Pencoedcae Farm Lane, Princetown, Tredegar.
Proposal: Construct an agricultural building to house livestock at Pencoedcae Farm, Pencoedcae Farm Lane, Princetown, Tredegar.
Moved. There were no objections to this proposal. 
Planning Appeal Decision.

Appeal Reference. CAS_04763-N1T8X7

Decision. Appeal dismissed as the inspector considered the development / proposal would have a harmful impact on the character and appearance of the area, the living conditions of the occupiers of neighbouring properties, the visual qualities of the landscape, land stability, biodiversity, and flood risk. 
13
Approval of Community Council Cheques and Payments
13.01
The attached list of Community Council cheques and payments was approved by members and amounted to £09,456.01.
14
Correspondence

14.01
HMRC

Full Payment Submission for period ending 5th May 2026.

Moved. Noted on file.
14.02
HMRC

Full Payment Submission for period ending 5th June 2026.

Moved. Noted on file.
14.03
Caerphilly CBC


Request from feedback on the potential retention / removal of CCTV cameras at Pontlottyn. 

Council considered a request for feedback regarding the potential retention or removal of the CCTV cameras located at Pontlottyn.
Moved: That the Clerk write to Caerphilly CBC requesting that the cameras be retained, noting their value in supporting deterrence, identification, and prosecution in relation to anti‑social and criminal activity.
14.04
The Cartridge People

Invoice / receipt for the provision of print cartridges – the payment payable to the Clerk in reimbursement for the purchase. 

Moved. Payment. £78.90.

14.05
InHouse Ents Limited

Invoice for the provision of Summer Scheme arrangements in August 2026. 

Moved. Payment. £6,913.98.

14.06
Town and Community Council Liaison Committee


Papers relevant to the TCCLC meeting planned for Tuesday 23rd June 2026 to be held at Blackwood Town Council Offices. 

Moved. Clerk to forward materials to Cllr. L. Harrison as Council’s representative at this forum. 
14.07
OMS. Outdoor Medical Solutions

Invoice for the provision of Summer Scheme arrangements in August 2025. 

Moved. Payment. £1,260.00.

Moved. Clerk to cancel and write-back cheque no 004150 which was initially issued to cover this expenditure. 

14.08
Mynydd Bedwellte Wind Farm
Council received an invitation to nominate a representative to sit on the Mynydd Bedwellte Wind Farm Community Liaison Group, established to provide ongoing communication between the developer and local communities throughout the planning and operational phases of the project. Members noted the importance of maintaining a clear line of engagement to ensure that local concerns, queries, and updates are appropriately relayed.

Moved. It was agreed that the Clerk represent Council on the Community Liaison Group and attend meetings as required, reporting back to Council on any matters arising.
14.09
Pen Bryn Oer Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund

The Clerk confirmed that Council had been successful in its application for financial assistance to support its Summer Scheme ambitions for 2026. Members noted that, owing to a surplus of available funds within the administering body, Council has been awarded £7,500.00, exceeding the original indicative allocation.

Council expressed its appreciation for the support and acknowledged that the enhanced award would strengthen the delivery and scope of the planned activities across the community area.

Moved. The Clerk to complete a formal acceptance of the offer and confirm the award with the funding body, ahead of the commencement of the schemes.

15
Report of the Clerk

15.01
Payments and Invoices
The Clerk read aloud the payments / invoices for approval. 
Moved. All payments were approved by Members.
15.02
Summer Scheme 2026
Summer Scheme 2026 – Sport Caerphilly Scheme
The Clerk highlighted that, owing to the confirmed availability of the community centres, the commencement of the Summer Scheme would shift by one week. The programme will now begin on Tuesday 21 July 2026, with all other planned delivery arrangements remaining unchanged. Members noted the importance of ensuring that parents, guardians, and partner organisations receive clear and timely communication regarding the revised start date.

Moved. The Clerk to circulate updated marketing materials and notices to minimise any potential for confusion arising from the change in commencement date.

Summer Scheme 2026 – InHouse Ent Limited

The Clerk updated Council that, whilst agreement had been reached with colleagues at InHouse Entertainment regarding their contribution to the Summer Scheme, further work remained necessary with colleagues from St John Ambulance and Caerphilly County Borough Council. Members noted that these discussions were essential to ensure that operational, safety, and logistical arrangements were in place ahead of delivery.

Moved. The Clerk to progress agreement with the relevant partners as appropriate, ensuring alignment with field access arrangements, litter‑collection provisions, risk assessment and layout planning, and the provision of materials required to promote the event(s).

Moved. That the Clerk place an update on the agenda for the July 2026 meeting of Council.

15.03
Community Council Accounts / Internal Audit – Mrs. J. Richards
The Clerk completed the Annual Governance Statement of the Local Councils in Wales Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2026 and populated the boxes with accurate and appropriate responses. The Clerk updated Council on the carry forward position and expenditure from 2025/26 yet to be brought to account. 

Mrs Julie Richards (Internal Auditor) provided Council with a verbal report of her audit findings, working incrementally through the Internal Auditor section of the Annual Return and populated the boxes with accurate and appropriate responses. 

The form was subsequently signed and dated by the Chairperson, Clerk and Councillors internal Auditor

Moved. The Clerk will coordinate the appropriate display in accordance with the Notice of Appointment of the Date for the Exercise of Electors’ Rights, effective from 6th July 2026.
Moved. Clerk to forward necessary documentation for external audit as appropriate.

Moved. Payment for Council’s Internal Audit.

Date of Next and Future Meetings / Events
· Community Council 

Thursday 9th July 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 10th September 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 8th October 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 12th November 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 10th December 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 14th January 2027 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 11th February 2027 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 11th March 2026 at 6pm
Meeting closed at 6.30pm
_______________________ Chairperson 
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