
RHYMNEY COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the last meeting of the above Community Council held at Abertysswg Community Centre on Thursday 9th July 2026 at 6pm.

Present

Cllr. L. Dykes (Chairperson)

Cllr. C. Cuss


Cllr. M. Powell



Cllr D. Harse

Cllr. L. Gronow
Apologies
Cllr. Z. Williams



Cllr. L. Harrison



Cllr. J. E. Hughes



Cllr. L. Pulsford


Cllr. D. Bradley
In Attendance

Mr. G. Williams



Clerk to the Council

PCSO. Adam South



Gwent Police

16
Minutes / Apologies
The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 18th June 2026, previously circulated to Members were accepted as an accurate record and signed by the Chairperson Cllr. L. Dykes.
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Z. Williams, Cllr. L. Harrison. Cllr. D. Bradley, Cllr. L. Pulsford, and Cllr. J. E. Hughes.

17
Declarations of Interest
Cllr. M. Powell declared are interest in all correspondence and agenda items 

related to Planning.

18
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 

19
Planning Applications
The Clerk confirmed that one application for planning had been received since the last meeting of Council. 
Planning Ref: 26/0437/COU
Location: Beulah Street to Jenkins Row, Rhymney, Tredegar 
Proposal: Change the use from existing chapel into two dwelling at Emmanuel Baptist Church, Beulah Street to Jenkins Row, Rhymney, Tredegar
Moved. There were no objections to this proposal. 
20
Approval of Community Council Cheques and Payments
20.01
The attached list of Community Council cheques and payments was approved by members and amounted to £03,220.51.
21
Correspondence

21.01
HMRC

Full Payment Submission for period ending 5th July 2026.

Moved. Noted on file.
21.02
Information Commissioners Office

To note that the Council’s annual Data Protection Fee, payable to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO), falls due on 31 July 2026. Under the Data Protection (Charges and Information) Regulations 2018, all organisations acting as data controllers must pay the fee unless exempt. Members are asked to confirm arrangements for timely payment and continued compliance with statutory requirements.

Moved. Payment. £52.00.
21.03
Zurich Municipal

Council received and noted confirmation that payment for the 2026/27 insurance renewal has been successfully processed. The Clerk reported that all policy documents associated with the Council’s Public Liability, Employers’ Liability, and associated cover have been issued by the insurer and are now held on file.

Moved. Noted on file. 

21.04
The Smart Pension Team

Council noted that the Clerk had completed the statutory re‑enrolment process required under the workplace pension regulations. Following re‑enrolment, the Clerk exercised the right to opt out of the scheme within the permitted timeframe.

The Council acknowledged receipt of the opt‑out confirmation and recorded that no employer or employee pension contributions are due because of this decision. Compliance documentation relating to the re‑enrolment cycle has been updated accordingly.


Moved. Noted on file. 

21.05
WalknTalk Mental Health Support

Council received email requesting grant aid assistance in support of the organisations continued activities.

Moved. Council requested that the Clerk write to the organisation to establish:

· whether the group operates within the Community Council area; and

· the number of residents who benefit from or are assisted through the provision.

Moved. Council further resolved that the Clerk report back with the information obtained for consideration at the October meeting of Council.

22
Report of the Clerk

22.01
Payments and Invoices
The Clerk read aloud the payments / invoices for approval. 
Moved. All payments were approved by Members.
22.02
Summer Scheme 2026
Summer Scheme 2026 – Sport Caerphilly Scheme
The Clerk confirmed to Members that all planning for the Summer Scheme 2026 is now complete, with delivery scheduled to commence during week commencing 20 July 2026 and to run for a period of three weeks.

The Clerk encouraged Members to assist in promoting the scheme within the community and to support delivery through ad‑hoc attendance during the programme. Members were further asked to gather feedback from participants and parents to help inform future provision and continuous improvement.

22.03
Summer of Fun 2026
Operational Planning Update and Outstanding Snagging Actions

The Clerk provided Council with an update on planning for the above‑mentioned event, focusing specifically on the outstanding snagging arrangements requiring resolution ahead of delivery. Council noted the following:

· Risk Assessment: Finalisation of the risk assessment document remains ongoing, incorporating additional counter‑terrorism and event‑planning considerations provided by colleagues at Gwent Police.

· Facilities and Waste Management: Continued liaison is taking place with colleagues at Caerphilly CBC regarding facilities bond arrangements and the provision of litter / waste bin facilities for the duration of the scheme.

· Medical Provision: The Clerk reported continued difficulty in securing clear communication or commitment from St John Ambulance. 
Moved: In the absence of immediate clarity, Council instructed that the Clerk engage Outdoor Medical Solutions (OMS), who have confirmed availability and have previous experience supporting the Council’s 2025 events, notwithstanding the marginally higher cost.

· Promotional Materials: Council moved that the Clerk develop the required promotional artwork and liaise with Print Evolution for production, with circulation and distribution scheduled for week commencing 3 August 2026.

Moved: The Clerk to finalise all outstanding arrangements and communicate the final version of the operating plan to Councillors during week commencing 3 August 2026.

The Clerk further encouraged Members to assist in promoting the scheme within the community and to support delivery through ad‑hoc attendance during the programme, gathering feedback from participants and parents to inform future provision and continuous improvement.

22.04
Financial Spend & Reconciliation. Quarter 1 2026/27

The Clerk provided Council with a detailed written and verbal report outlining financial expenditure incurred during Quarter 1 (April–June 2026), including variance and progress against the previously agreed budget headings. The Clerk responded to questions from Members to ensure full understanding of the Council’s current financial position.

Council approved the Quarter 1 financial report as an accurate record of expenditure and budget performance for the period.


Moved. Noted on file.
22.05
Banking Arrangements. Bank Account Closure and Transfer of Funds

The Clerk advised M embers that urgent action was required in respect of the Council’s Lloyds Bank Account 00874105. Members were informed that arrangements should now be progressed by the Council’s authorised signatories to close the account and ensure that any remaining balance is transferred appropriately, in accordance with the Council’s agreed banking arrangements.
The Clerk explained that the closure of the account would assist with streamlining the Council’s banking arrangements and would support the timely processing of payments falling due. Members noted the need to ensure that sufficient funds were available within the active account to meet immediate financial commitments.
Resolved: Following discussion, Council instructed authorised signatory Cllr. Cuss to arrange the transfer of a further £10,000.00 from Account 00874105 to Account 00874091. This transfer was agreed to facilitate the settlement of immediate payments and to ensure continuity of the Council’s financial administration pending the closure of Account 00874105. Members further requested that the Clerk monitor the position and retain confirmation of the transfer and account closure arrangements on file for audit purposes.
23
Gwent Police

PCSO South provided both a written and verbal update to Council, outlining recent policing statistics, local operations, and matters relevant to the Community Council area. Month‑on‑month statistics showed only marginal change, with no significant shifts in overall incident volumes.

Within his report and through the input of questions / observations from members, PCSO South highlighted several areas of concern:

· Anti‑social behaviour through fly‑tipping at Bryn Carno, noted as an ongoing issue requiring continued monitoring and enforcement.

· Vehicle speed concerns at Redhill, Pontlottyn, and within the Moriah Ward, with reports indicating persistent non‑compliance and the need for targeted interventions.

· Increasing prevalence of youth congregation, particularly among 16–17‑year‑olds, with associated low‑level nuisance behaviour requiring continued engagement and visibility.

Cllr. Dykes expressed the Council’s thanks to the Officer for his report and engagement. The representative from Gwent Police then withdrew from the meeting.

Date of Next and Future Meetings / Events
· Community Council 

Thursday 10th September 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 8th October 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 12th November 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 10th December 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 14th January 2027 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 11th February 2027 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 11th March 2026 at 6pm
Meeting closed at 7.00pm
_______________________ Chairperson 
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