
RHYMNEY COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the last meeting of the above Community Council held at Abertysswg Community Centre on Thursday 10th September 2026 at 6pm.

Present

Cllr. L. Harrison (Chairperson)

 Cllr. C. Cuss


Cllr. M. Powell



 Cllr D. Harse

Cllr. L. Dykes
Apologies
Cllr. L. Gronow



 Cllr. D. Bradley
Cllr. J. E. Hughes



 Cllr. L. Pulsford


In Attendance

Mr. G. Williams



 Clerk to the Council

PCSO. Sam Newell



 Gwent Police

PCSO. Charlotte Wilson


 Gwent Police

Mr. Kevyn Price Chairman


 Upper Rhymney Communities Together 

Mr. Geoff Yates Secretary


 Upper Rhymney Communities Together

Mr. Glenn Knapp Treasurer

 Upper Rhymney Communities Together

Mr. Colin Weaver Committee Member
 Upper Rhymney Communities Together

Mrs Alison Jones Committee Member 
 Upper Rhymney Communities Together

Mrs Yvonne Pugh Committee Member
 Upper Rhymney Communities Together

Miss Olivia Marshall Committee Member
 Upper Rhymney Communities Together

24
Minutes / Apologies
The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 9th July 2026, previously circulated to Members were accepted as an accurate record and signed by the Chairperson Cllr. L. Harrison.
Apologies for absence were received from, Cllr. L. Gronow. Cllr. D. Bradley, Cllr. L. Pulsford, and Cllr. J. E. Hughes.

25
Declarations of Interest
Cllr. M. Powell declared are interest in all correspondence and agenda items 

related to Planning.

26
Matters Arising
26.01
Minute Number 21.05. WalknTalk Mental Health Support

Members noted that WalknTalk Mental Health Support does not currently deliver services within the Community Council area.

Moved. Council resolved that the Clerk formally advise that the application for grant aid is rejected on this basis. Council further agreed that the Clerk should offer support and guidance to the organisation should it wish to explore opportunities to broaden its service delivery into the Community Council area in future, when funding support would be considered. 

Council requested that the Clerk report back on any subsequent engagement as appropriate.

26.02
Minute Number 21.02. Information Commissioners Office Subscription

Council acknowledged receipt of confirmation that the annual Data Protection Fee payable to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) for the period 2026/27 has been paid in full. The Clerk reported that the required payment of £52.00 has been processed and recorded, thereby ensuring continued compliance with the Data Protection (Charges and Information) Regulations 2018.

Council noted that no further action is required and that statutory obligations relating to the annual data protection charge have been fully met. 

27
Planning Applications
The Clerk confirmed that seven applications for planning had been received since the last meeting of Council. 
Planning Ref: 26/0589/COU
Location: Park View Bungalow, Hill Street, Rhymney, Tredegar. 
Proposal: Change the use of bungalow (Class C3) to a Care Home (Class C2) at Park View Bungalow, Hill Street, Rhymney, Tredegar.
Moved. There were no objections to this proposal. 
Planning Ref: 26/0481/LBC
Location: 12 Middle Row, Bute Town, Rhymney, Tredegar, NP22 5QJ.
Proposal: Remove existing sash windows and wooden doors and replace with double glazed uPVC sash windows and composite front door. Replace back door with uPVC door at 12 Middle Row, Bute Town, Rhymney, Tredegar, NP22 5QJ.
Moved. There were no objections to this proposal, subject to the finish being in accordance with relevant aesthetic rules relevant to Bute Town. 

Planning Ref: 26/0511/HH
Location: 25 Lower Row, Bute Town, Rhymney, Tredegar, NP22 5QH.
Proposal: Install air source heat pump within the courtyard at the rear of the property at Location: 25 Lower Row, Bute Town, Rhymney, Tredegar, NP22 5QH.
Moved. There were no objections to this proposal.

Planning Ref: 26/0460/HH
Location: 2 Tan-y-llan Terrace, Rhymney, Tredegar, NP22 5HE.
Proposal: Erect first floor en-suite to rear bedroom at 2 Tan-y-llan Terrace, Rhymney, Tredegar, NP22 5HE.
Moved. There were no objections to this proposal.

Planning Ref: 26/0512/ADV
Location: Unit 4 Heads of the Valley Industrial Estate, Rhymney, Tredegar.
Proposal: Erect 2 No. Logo Signs and 1 No. Totem at Unit 4 Heads of the Valley Industrial Estate, Rhymney, Tredegar.
Moved. There were no objections to this proposal.

Planning Ref: 26/0550/RET
Location: Rhymney Convenience Store, 1 Jerusalem Street, Rhymney, Tredegar. 
Proposal: Retain the siting of 2 No. external air condensing units at Rhymney Convenience Store, 1 Jerusalem Street, Rhymney, Tredegar.
Moved. There were no objections to this proposal.

Planning Ref: 26/0608/NOTR
Location: Rhymney Railway Station, The Terrace, Rhymney, Tredegar. 
Proposal: Construction of 8 No. cleaning platforms and new staff welfare facilities at Rhymney Railway Station, The Terrace, Rhymney, Tredegar. 
Moved. There were no objections to this proposal.

Pre-Application Consultation Notice
The Clerk reported receipt of a pre-application consultation notice regarding the proposal redevelopment of Victoria House, Rhymney. 
Moved. There were no objections to this proposal.

28
Approval of Community Council Cheques and Payments
28.01
The attached list of Community Council cheques and payments was approved by members and amounted to £02,143.01.
29
Correspondence

29.01
HMRC

Full Payment Submission for period ending 5th August 2026.

Moved. Noted on file.
29.02
HMRC

Full Payment Submission for period ending 5th September 2026.

Moved. Noted on file.
29.03
Caerphilly CBC


Remittance advice for Council’s second precept payment for 2026/27.


Moved. Noted on file. 

29.04
Community Council Co-option

The Clerk reported that initial interest in the vacant co‑option position was received during the early part of the Summer recess. Members noted that this expression of interest was subsequently withdrawn, and therefore no formal application was brought forward to Council for consideration.
29.05
Caerphilly CBC
Council received notification of a vacancy on the Standards Committee for a Town & Community Council representative. The Clerk reported receipt of correspondence from the Chair of the Town & Community Council Liaison Committee, urging that Councils do not appoint directly, as the appointment is the responsibility of the Liaison Committee. The correspondence also highlighted concerns regarding the propriety of actions by senior officers at Caerphilly CBC, which the Liaison Committee intends to address through its established processes.

Moved. Council resolved not to appoint, noting both the Liaison Committee’s position and the absence of interest from attending Members.
29.06
Caerphilly CBC

Formal publication of the County Borough of Caerphilly (Communities) Order 2026.



Moved. Noted on file. 

29.07
One Voice Wales


August 2026. Funding Newsletter.


Moved. Noted on file.


Moved. Clerk to circulate a copy to members. 

29.08
Print Evolution


Invoice for the print of leaflets and posters.


Moved. Noted on file. 

29.09
Outdoor Medical Solutions Ltd


Invoice for the provision of first aid services at Council’s Summer of Fun 2026.


Moved. Noted on file. 

29.10
Granting Applications 2026-27

The Clerk reported receipt of applications and letters of interest for grant aid for the 2026–27 fiscal year from the following organisations:

· Eisteddfod y Cymoedd (Communities)

· National Eisteddfod of Wales

· Cerebral Palsy Cymru

Moved. Council resolved that the October 2026 meeting be designated as Council’s annual review of granting, with all applications to be considered at that meeting.

29.11
Caerphilly CBC

Cleaner & Greener Programme: Notification of Alternative Process

Council received notification of an alternative process for submitting areas for consideration under Caerphilly CBC’s Cleaner and Greener enhancement programme. Members noted that this revised approach has been circulated for information.

Moved. Council noted the update on file.

Moved. Council further resolved that the Clerk write to Caerphilly CBC to seek clarification on how Council requests are to be made and considered, noting concern that the new process appears to rely on an online portal accessible only to County Borough Members, potentially limiting direct engagement by Town and Community Councils.

30
Report of the Clerk

30.01
Payments and Invoices
The Clerk read aloud the payments / invoices for approval. 
Moved. All payments were approved by Members.
30.02
Summer Scheme 2026
Summer Scheme 2026 – Sport Caerphilly Scheme
The Clerk reported that all planning for the Summer Scheme 2026 had been successfully completed, with delivery commencing during week commencing 20 July 2026 and running for a full three‑week period. The programme was delivered smoothly across all sites, with strong attendance recorded throughout.

Members were pleased to note that feedback from participants and parents was overwhelmingly positive, highlighting the quality of activities, the supportive environment created by staff, and the value of the scheme to families during the summer period. Parents commented favourably on the organisation of sessions, the variety of play and sporting opportunities offered, and the welcoming atmosphere at each venue.

The Clerk thanked Members for their assistance in promoting the scheme within the community and acknowledged the contribution made through ad‑hoc attendance, which helped strengthen engagement and ensure visibility of the Council’s support. The feedback gathered will be used to inform future provision and reinforce the continuous improvement of the programme.
30.03
Summer Scheme 2026

Summer of Fun 2026
The Clerk provided Council with a brief update on the delivery of the Summer Scheme 2026, noting several challenges that impacted the smooth running of the programme.

Council was advised that waste management arrangements proved problematic. In addition, the Clerk reported concerns regarding the negative behaviour of a minority of attendees, compounded by a lack of parental oversight and supervision, which in turn placed additional pressure on staff and volunteers and affected the overall delivery of sessions.

Members further noted that inclement weather in Pontlottyn had a detrimental impact on attendance and activity planning, limiting the range of outdoor provision and reducing engagement on several days.

In closing, the Clerk advised that careful consideration will be required when determining the scope and feasibility of any proposed programme for 2027, ensuring that lessons learned from this year’s delivery are fully reflected in future planning.
30.04
Armistice Day Arrangements 2026
The Clerk confirmed that arrangements were now in place with colleagues at Caerphilly CBC regarding the required road closures associated with the Rhymney and Abertysswg Services. The Clerk further confirmed the purchase of four wreaths via the Royal British Legion.

Moved. That the Clerk distribute wreaths to Members once attendance is agreed at the October meeting of Council, noting the following service dates:
· Princetown: Friday 6 November 2026

· Rhymney: Sunday 8 November 2026

· Abertysswg: Sunday 8 November 2026

· Pontlottyn: Sunday 8 November 2026

Moved. That the Clerk coordinate the installation of Council’s 90 lamppost poppies, to be erected approximately 14 days prior to Armistice weekend.
Separately, the Clerk reported receipt of a request for financial assistance towards prizes for a poppy drawing competition being organised jointly by the Abertillery Royal British Legion and colleagues at Ysgol Y Lawnt.

Moved. Council resolved that the Clerk support the request through a £50.00 donation, to be used for prizes across 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in the competition.
Moved. Clerk to prepare a cheque for authorisation at the October meeting of Council. 
30.05
Christmas Street Lighting Arrangements 2026/27
Moved. Council resolved that the Clerk arrange with Lite Ltd and Centregreat Ltd for the Christmas lighting to be illuminated daily from 1 December 2026 until 2 January 2027, operating between the hours of 16:00 and midnight.

Moved. Council further instructed the Clerk to complete all associated paperwork with Caerphilly County Borough Council to secure the necessary permissions and ensure compliant indemnity for the installation and operation period.
Moved. Clerk to work with colleagues at SSE Energy Solutions to agree a supply for 2026-27.

30.06
Christmas Street Lighting Tender 2027 – 2030


Council agreed that the Clerk should begin preparations for a Christmas Street Lighting Tender for the 2027-30 season. The tender should encompass the rental of forty-four lamppost motifs in a modern design, together with all associated storage, installation, removal, and testing requirements.

The Clerk confirmed that initial scoping work would commence immediately, with a full tender document to be brought forward for Council approval at the November meeting.

30.07
Santa on the Fire Engine Event 2026
Moved. That the Clerk arrange Council’s Annual Christmas Event for Monday 7 December 2026.

Moved. That the Clerk develop and distribute event leaflets to local nurseries and all Primary Schools during week commencing 23 November 2026.

Moved. That the Clerk make the necessary arrangements for the purchase of approximately 750 selection boxes, based on previous attendance figures, for distribution at the event.

Moved. That Council note Gwent Police have agreed to collaborate on delivery for this year’s event, providing additional support and community engagement.

30.08
Christmas Pantomime 2026
Moved. Clerk to liaise with Cllr. L. Gronow on arrangements for this year’s pantomime and to put necessary action and purchases in place i.e. Selection Boxes, Posters and Tickets. 

30.09
Williams Medical Supplies: Undermining Culvert and Car Park Closure 

Council noted the previously circulated information regarding the undermining culvert beneath the car park at Williams Medical Supplies, and the associated safety concerns that have necessitated closure of the site.

Members further acknowledged that a multi‑agency meeting has been arranged for 1 October, bringing together all relevant parties to consider the engineering position, associated risks, and potential next steps.

The Clerk will report back to the next meeting of Council with the outcomes of the discussions and any implications for the community area.

31
Gwent Police

PCSOs Newell and Wilson provided both a written (August 2026) and verbal update to Council, outlining recent policing statistics, local operations, and general matters relevant to the Community Council area. Month‑on‑month figures showed only marginal variation, with no significant change in overall incident volumes.

Through their report and in response to questions from Members, the Officers highlighted several general community safety themes, including routine anti‑social behaviour, road‑safety concerns, and continued youth engagement activity across the wards. Council noted the importance of sustained visibility and partnership working in addressing these matters.
The Officers confirmed Gwent Police’s commitment to supporting the Council’s Annual Santa Event, with operational coordination to be arranged in due course. The Clerk notified Council of a request from Gwent Police seeking support for their Halloween Event, specifically through the supply of £150 worth of trick‑and‑treat provisions. 
Moved. Approved. Clerk to collaborate with the representative from Gwent Police and arrange the necessary purchase.
Cllr. Harrison expressed Council’s thanks to the attending Officers for their report and continued engagement. The representatives from Gwent Police then withdrew from the meeting.

32
Community Engagement. URV Communities Together
Council welcomed the attendance of representatives from the Upper Rhymney Community Together Group, who provided an overview of their current activities and early thinking regarding future community provision. Members expressed appreciation for the engagement and noted positively the potential for collaboration in the development of wider services and activities for the benefit of the Community Council area. Council acknowledged, however, that any expansion of provision would require identification of appropriate funding streams to support a broader portfolio of activity.

Council further noted that both the Community Council and the County Borough Elected Members had agreed to write to colleagues at Caerphilly County Borough Council urging consideration of a more substantive event within the 2027 programme, ensuring relevance to and inclusion of the community area.

Moved. Council resolved that the Group would continue to develop its thinking on a proposal for 2027 and bring this forward, via the Clerk, for Council’s consideration and potential collaboration.

Cllr. Harrison expressed Council’s thanks to the attending Chair and Members for their representation and proposed engagement. The representatives from the Upper Rhymney Community Together Group then withdrew from the meeting.

Date of Next and Future Meetings / Events
· Community Council 

Thursday 8th October 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 12th November 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 10th December 2026 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 14th January 2027 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 11th February 2027 at 6pm
· Community Council 

Thursday 11th March 2026 at 6pm
Meeting closed at 7.30pm
_______________________ Chairperson 
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